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      MAN Diesel – a member of the MAN Group 

Service Letter SL07-488/PMN
 November 2007

Work Inside Cylinder Liners 
Action Code: IMMEDIATELY 

Dear Sirs 

We regret very much having to inform you about an accident that occurred recently on 
a vessel in Bremerhaven. 

During modification work inside the cylinder liner on a K90MC engine, only the 
exhaust valve had been removed to allow access into the cylinder liner. One fitter was 
inside the liner when cooling water was admitted by accident, see Encl. 1. 

The cooling water entered the combustion chamber from the bores in the cylinder 
cover, where cooling water passes from the cylinder cover to the exhaust valve. 
Further to normal precautious practices and safety procedures, we therefore stress 
the following: 

Risks

A number of risks must be taken into account when a person enters a restricted 
working space, such as the combustion chamber: 

• Exhaustion/fatigue 
Due to the high temperature of the cylinder liner surface, the piston crown and 
the cylinder cover, and combined with restricted air circulation, the air 
temperature can reach 50 to 60 degrees Celsius. 

The exhaustion of the human body in this environment can cause a collapse, 
and it is difficult to transport a collapsed person out through the small opening 
in the top. 
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Encl. 1 for  
SL07-488/PMN 

Person working inside a cylinder liner  
with cylinder cover mounted 
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